MARLBOROUGH
than aught else in this world can do. If I can get a passage a
Sunday I will come, but if 1 cannot I shall be with you a Monday
morning by nine of the clock; for the Duke will leave this place
by six. Pray [give] my most humble respects to your fair daughter,
and believe me what I am with all my heart and soul,
Yours . . .
Pray tell Poidvinc [his valet] I would have him wait upon
Mr Legge for the note for the horses.
Friday night
[1684-85]
* I was in hopes to have found my clear soul here or at least
a letter so that I might have known when you do come. There
is no Gentleman of the Bedchamber here, so that I am forced to
wait, which I hope will make you come before your clothes are
made, and if you do not, as soon as I sec a Gentleman of the
Bedchamber's face, I will come away to you, for I long with all
my heart and soul to be with you. Pray let me hear from you
to-night if you do not come to-morrow.
For my Lady Churchill
[1684-85]
* I have not heard from you; however I will not forbear writing
to let you know that your children are very well and that to-
morrow we go to town and the next morning the Duke will be
at Tunbridgc, and I hope there will be room in the coach for me
to come. The Duke will stay but one night, and if I come with
him 1 must be forced to go back with him, so that I hope you will
take it kindly my coming a hundred miles for the happiness of
one night.
Monday
For my Lady Churchill at the Princess* at lunbridge
[1685-86]
* I did yesterday receive two of yours, one of them having been
forgot by a mistake of Sir John Worden's,1 You do in one of
them complain of my not writing. I do swear to you that I have
not failed one day writing except yesterday and I had not then
missed but that I was a-hacking with the King, and the post
went just as we came home. So that you see how little reason
1 Or Warden's.
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